CONVERSATIONS WITH THOUGHT

     What would you do…..

     The big blurry, flurry of activity that always happens between Thanksgiving and Christmas is happening; have you ever just stopped what you were doing, paused, and quietly gave thanks.  Thanks for what?  Maybe it was the clerk who had a smile on her face; as if you were the first person she greeted that day.  In reality, you were the recipient of her five hundredth smile.  Or maybe it was the best friend calling because she sensed something wasn’t right the last time you two talked.  Or was it the much needed cash   coming your way that just happened to be just enough to get you over the hump.  Things to be thankful for can come in all forms.  For me it was the lady whose car door blew open.

     A few weeks ago I had to pick up some things before winter actually set in.  I was parked at the mall on a very windy, blustery, West Michigan weekend. I remember walking into the store and thinking “Christmas decorations in October?”  As I tried to figure out where I was going, the plan was to get in and out of the store as quickly as possible.  I made my purchase and as the wind pushed me and my bags all over the place I finally made it to the car and loaded it all into the trunk.  Wind blown hair, red cheeks, I pulled the car door shut and noticed a piece of paper stuck up underneath my windshield wipers.  I got out of the car and reached around to get it; all the time thinking, “Someone has mistaken my car for someone else’s”.  I got back in the car and I started to read the ragged piece of paper , it read, “I am very sorry.  As I opened my door a strong wind pushed the door and hit your car.  I am visiting Michigan.  My cell phone number is ###-###-####.  Please call me and let me know how much I owe you.  I am so sorry.”  I slowly opened my car door, holding on for dear life, as the wind whipped around wildly.  I walked around to the other side to see the damage.  There it is, a dent right in the middle of the door.  I believe my first thought was “Bummer”.  I remember getting back in the car and wondering if this whole thing was for real.  I thought back to an hour earlier when the same thing happened to me.  Another parking lot, the wind caught my car door, but I was lucky, it didn’t hit that guys door.  But what if it had.  Would have I done the right thing, I wondered.  I’d like to think that I too would have done the right thing, but do I know for sure?  What would have you done if you found yourself in the same position?  All I know is that this was one of life’s most humbling and inspirational, events.  One person who did the right thing has caused ripples that will last a lifetime.  It causes you to look deep within and see what you are really made of.  It shocks you out of your patterned thinking.  It causes you to share the strange story with others and hear what they believe that they would have done.  It reveals to you God’s goodness.  It is powerful.  I was grateful.  I was humbled.  I was ashamed to admit that I thought that people like her probably didn’t even exist anymore.  But still I was cautious in calling the phone number on the tattered piece of paper fearing all kinds of things.  Talk about cynicism.  No, it is more about life experience.  Sometimes we forget that there really are some good people left for us to meet.  Well, I finally got the courage to make the call.  Courage, because it was difficult for me to fully comprehend this person’s sense of honor and responsibility.  What this little encounter did for me was to make me understand that I actually was given the opportunity to meet this exceptionally good a person.   When we spoke by phone she was a very kind lady.  She explained to me that she was only in Grand Rapids until Sunday and in a week she would be leaving the country and making a move to the Philippines. She wanted me to get the quote as soon as possible so she could tie up the loose ends.  Well, the quote ended up costing much more than both of us expected, $378.00.  She told me that she would put a check in the mail the following day.  Why it was so difficult for me to believe that I had actually met a person of this caliber, I’ll never know.  I have heard of and have personally known people who were honest and had a conscience.  I’m just not sure I have ever encountered a stranger like her before.  She was doing the right thing when no one else but God was watching.  She was doing the right thing, because as she said, “I wouldn’t think of doing anything else!”  That’s what she said Saturday night when she called me to make sure I received the check she had sent.  We spoke on the phone for close to an hour!  I learned that she was visiting family in Grand Rapids.  Then the following week she and her family were moving to the Philippines where they would continue their work as  missionaries.  Wow!  In Matthew 28:19, Jesus instructed the apostles to make disciples.  I think Catherine could be one of His star pupils.  She is walking the talk.  Each one of us would hope for the same result, a tattered piece of paper left under the windshield wipers.  But would you also be the one leaving the tattered piece of paper in the same place?  Understand that we are walking billboards.  People learn a lot about you by watching.  They learn a little by listening because words don’t take as much effort and roll off the toungue much more easily.  God does the same thing but he watches and listens 24/7.  Why does any of this matter?  Because little wonders happen around you all the time; but oftentimes we’re too busy to notice or are plain distracted. Try to stay in the present.  It’s not as easy as it sounds.  Or simply do what “ET” correspondent Deborah Norville suggests in her new book “Thank You Power: Making The Science Of Gratitude Work For You”.  Spend some time being grateful.  But remember positive thinking is future while being grateful is in the present.  Give yourself the gift this holiday season and just be grateful.  You’ll be amazed at all of the things you already have in that life of yours.  Being grateful re-positions your mind for more blessing.  Start making a list and the New Year will start looking a bit brighter.  I promise.  All of God’s Blessings to you in 2008.  Wishing you happiness, health, peace and prosperity.                    

