Find three things that are attractive about someone…

     I had such a crush on my music teacher back in High School.  I remember asking him to take me to the prom.  He looked shocked but was so careful to let me down easily.  I see that now.  He spoke these words to me “I would be honored to take you to the prom but I cannot.  I am your teacher and you are a student and it just is not the right thing to do.”  Wow!  For a moment there he kind of looked like Ward Cleaver.  In hindsight, I thank God that he was an ethical man that knew proper boundaries.  It saddens me to read or see headlines about the inappropriate behavior between a teacher and their student.  I am so fortunate that I too did not just become another statistic.  But nonetheless, my high school ego was bruised and disappointed at the time.    

     I don’t remember the circumstances but I do remember the wisdom in a piece of advice that teacher gave to me, a young impressionable girl.  He told me to find three things that are attractive about a person as soon as I meet them.  I remember saying, “What if there aren’t three things that are attractive about a person?”  He said, “You can ALWAYS find at least three things that are complimentary about every person you meet.  They don’t all have to be physical.”  Over the years I realized that he was right.  

     From that day forward I never looked at people the same way.  I looked at everyone with a new eye.  That one little seed of a thought that he planted in my young, suggestible brain stayed with me from that day forward.  I have been living my life differently ever since.  

     It’s difficult sometimes; but he was correct.  Every single person God made is perfect.  It’s when we succumb to the pressures of the world that our vision begins to become a bit skewed.  We start to let the media tell us what to think.  The images on TV tell us what should be considered normal and what we should value.  It teaches our children that all the kids have those toys.  You should have one too.  All the other kids eat this “fast food”.  The commercials are training our kids to “Tell mom and dad that you want to stop there for lunch.”  Wish someone was watching out for those little impressionable minds.  I’m all for advertising but at least talk to your kids about it so they understand how it works.  

     I had a friend back in Toledo who would mute the TV every time a commercial came on.  It used to drive me crazy.  Not that I wanted to watch the commercials but the fact that he was cognoscente of every single one.  He’d mute and we’d discuss the show.  We’d take up watching again once the last commercial ended.  He was funny, eccentric, and highly intelligent as well as a concert pianist.  He was definitely not everyone’s cup of tea but I certainly enjoyed his company and his piano playing.  He always said he couldn’t believe that I could spend hours on end with him.  He said no one could take him except for short periods of time.  He was interesting.  As Wynonna Judd said once when I interviewed her “God loves the peculiar ones”.  I have to agree.  

     So the next time you’re about to write someone off by passing judgment on them please remember to do this first, “Find at least three things that you find attractive about each person you meet” and build from there.

